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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that Holyoke public schools and a 7-school district consortium                in Hampshire County will receive $1,282,189 in grants to create                after-school programs for children and teens. The grants were awarded                by the Department of Education's 21st Century Community Learning                Center Program.&nbsp; The funding was secured through the Fiscal                Year 1999 education appropriations. Congressman Olver sent a letter                of support to Education Secretary Riley and made several follow-up                phone calls to increase the success of the applications.              

"After-school programs are exactly what working families need --                they establish a safe place for children to go after school, and                they provide tutoring, mentoring, and counseling to increase our                youths academic and social skills," Olver said.&nbsp;&nbsp; "After-school                programs enhance the quality of life for the entire community by                providing innovative and educational ways for children to spend                their free time. And, more importantly, it keeps them off the streets                and out of harms way."              

The $802,989 grant was awarded to the Hampshire Education Collaborative                (HEC), a multi-service education agency serving western Massachusetts                schools. The HEC funding will be used to support a new, collaborative-model                project of 7 middle school districts entitled RPV CREATES (Rural                Pioneer Valley Collaborative Resources for Expanding After-School                Teen Education Services). The consortium will create Community Learning                Centers at the 7 middle schools and is intended to provide a safe,                drug-free, and supervised environment. The consortium also plans                to provide project activities such as: career exploration; mentoring                of reading, math, science and technology; cooperative learning;                counseling; health; recreation and cultural programs; and, violence                and substance abuse prevention.              

The $479,200 grant was awarded to the Holyoke Public Schools to                establish three Community Centers for students in Grades 5 through                8. The centers will provide an academic program operated by the                Holyoke public schools and a recreational program operated by community-based                agencies. The programs will be open during after-school hours, weekends                and summer.              

The 21st Century Community Learning Center Program provides grants                to rural and inner-city public elementary schools to plan, implement,                or expand projects that benefit the education, health, social service,                cultural, and recreational needs of a rural or inner-city community.&nbsp;                The FY 1999 funding seeks to assist centers providing expanded learning                opportunities for children and youth in a safe, drug-free environment.&nbsp;                Priority was&nbsp; given to projects that represented collaborative                efforts.             
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